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in DAM BELL; 


Ic OF THE CLOUGH [ 
A bl; 
100 WILLIAM OF CLOUDESLY, 
| 
Who were three Archers good enough, 

The beſt in the North Country. 
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adam Bell, Clim of theClough, 
and william of Cloudedlie. 


ERUPY it was in the green Fozeſt 
j | amongſt the lea ves green, 
Whereas men hunt eaſt and weſt, 4%; 
with bows and arrows keen, 
Coraiſe the Deer out of their den. 
_ ſuch ſights ha ve not been ſeen: ml 
Ns by thꝛee peomen of theNozthCountry, j# 
by them it is mean. 1 
The one of them begbt Adam Bell, 
another Clim of the Clough, | 
The third was William of Cloudeſlie, 
Un Archer good enough, 
Lhep were out-lawed fo2 Ueniſon, 
theſe peomen every one : 5 
Lhey ſwoꝛe them b2ethzen on a dap; 
to Engliſh wood foz to gang. 
Now lpthand liſten Gentlemen, 
Ltbat ot mirth loves to hear: 
wo of them were ſingle men; 
|| the third had wedded free. 
"lian was the wedded man, 
much moꝛe then was his care. 
Pe laid to his bꝛethzen ona dap. 1 
Ito Carlile he would fare, i. 
Wife! f 


pere coſpeak with fair Alice his 
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ſr. | 
4 Adam Bell, Clim ofthe Clough, 
p my truth, latd Adam Bell, 
not by the counſel of me: 
Fozif pe go to Carlile, bꝛother. 
and krom this wild wod wend. 
Ik that the Juſtice do pon take, 
a1 pour life is at an end. 
1; | JfthatJ come not tomozrow, mother, 
pp pꝛime to pouagain, 
15 Truft pou then that J am taken; 
1, o2elfethatJamdſlain. 
| Be tok bis leave of his bzethzen two, 
1 | and to Carlile he is gone: | 
There he knocked at his own window, 
ſhoztly and anone. 
Where be pou, faire Alice; he ſaid, 
mp wife and childꝛen the 2 
| Ligbtlylet in thine own husband, 
16 William of Cloudeſſie. 
Alace, then ſaid fatr Alice, 
and ſighed very ſoze, 
Wl; FThis place hath ben beſet fo2 you, 
ll; fullhalfapearandmoze. 
Now J am here, ſaid Cloudeſlie, 
J would that J in were: 
Now fetch us meat and dꝛink endugb⸗ 
and let us make god cher. 
* fetcht him meat and dꝛink plentp, 
ke a true wedded wife: 
And pleaſed him with what ſhe bad. 
| | wham ſhelov'dasherlife. 
fl _ lap an old 1 that — 
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litel 


and William of Cloudeſtie. 
a little bekoze the fire. 
Whtch Wiltiam had found of charity» 
m9o:2ethenſeben pear. 
Up the roſe, and foz2th ſhe goes, 
evil.might the ſped there koꝛe: 
Fo2 the had ſet no fot on ground, 
in ſe ven pears bekoꝛe. 
She went unto the Juftice Pall, | 
as faft as ſhe could hp: . 
This night, the ſaid, is come to the Town wy 


William of Cloudeſlie, 
ILhereat the Juſtice was full fain, 
and ſo the Sheriffalto. | 
Thou ſhalt not travel hither foz nought, 
th med thou ſhalt have ere thou go, 
Thep gabe to her a right god gown, 
of ſcarlet it was, A peard fan. 
be tok the gift, and home ſhe went, 1 
and couched her down again. 1 
Thep raiſed the Town of merry Carliile, 
inallthe haſte tbep can: i 
and thꝛonging faſt into the houſe, "MJ (1 
as faſt as they might gang. | 10 14 
There they beſet the god peoman 1 
about on every ſive, 1 
Villiam heard great noiſe of the folk ih 
that thitherward faſt by d. = 
Alice opened a back window, 1 
and looked all about: 4 
dhe was ware ofthe Juſtice and Sheriff, 
and with that a great rout, 1 
| | A3 Alace % 
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a ö 17 Adam Bel, Clim of the Clough, 


Said: He ſhal die that cometh in 


Alace, treaſon, then crp'o Alice, 

eber wo map thou be: | 

Go into my chamber, husband, ſhe ſaid, 
(er William of Cloudeſtie. | 


5 Me tok bis ſwoꝛd and bis buckler, 


his bow, and childzen thꝛe, df 
And went into the ſtrongeſt chamber, 
where he thought lureſt to be. 
Satt Alice like a lover true, 
with a Pollax in her hand, 


this doz, while J may ſtand. 
Cloudeſlie bent a right god bow 
that was of a truſtp tre, 
He ſmote the Juſtice on the bꝛeaſt, 
that is arrow b2uft in the. 
Gods curſe of his heart, ſaid William, 
this day thp coat put on; 
Ik it had ben no better no2 mine, 
it had been near the bone, 
Held the, Cloudeſlie, ſaid the Juſtice, || 
and thy bow and thine arrows tbe fr 
Gods curſe on His heart, ſaid fatr Alice, 
that mp husband counſelletb ſo, 


Set fire on the houle, ſaid the Sheriff, 


fith no better it will be: 
And burn we therein, William, he ſaid, 
his wife and chiidzen the. 
They fired the houſe in many a place, 
the fre flew on hie. . 
Alace, then (atv fair Alice, 


J 
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Then here amongſt mine cenemics wodz |; i 
ſo cruelip to burn. 
He took his \ſws2d and buckler then, 
amongſt them an he ran: | 11 
Where the people thickeſt were, =: 


Now, Cloudeſſie, then ſatd the Jullite; 


* — * ; 
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and William of Cloudeflie. 
J ſæ we here ſhal die. 
William openeda back window 
that was in his chamber hie, 
And there with ſh@ts he did let don 
his wife and childzen thie: 1 
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Foz Ch2ifts love dothem no harm j|\Þ} 


but wieak pou all on me. j RB 
William ſhot ſo wondzous well, 14 


till his arrows were all gone: 1 
And fire ſo faſt «bout him fell, =_ 

that his bow-ſtring kurnt in twain, [UN 
The ſparkles burnt and fell upon Pl 

god William of Cloudeſlie, VI 
But then was he a woful man, WAP | 


t ſaſd: This is a cowards death tome; 
Rather had A, ſaid William, 
with mp lwoꝛd in the rout ts run, 


he {mote down many a man. = 
ſa flerceip on them he ran, M3 
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Then they thzew windows a dos on hin; | | 
and ſo tok that peoman. "iff i 
There they him bound hand and ft. 


and in a deep dungeon him cafe, 1 


thou ſhalt he hanged in wh 
\ 4 | 
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2 9 E i Bel 'Clim ofthe Clough, 
make, ſatd che Sheriff, 


One vow ſhal 
a patr ot new gallows thou ſhalt da ve, 
Anda tbe gates of Carlile hal te ſhut: 
1 there chal no man tome in tbereat. 
TChere ſhal not help Clim of the Clough, 
noz pet Adam Bell, 
Though they came with a tho nd mo, 
no2all the devils in hell. 
Earip next moꝛning the Juſtice aroſe, 
tothe gates faſt can he gone, 
And commanded to ſhut cloſe 
lightlpeverp one. . 
ü Then went tothe Parket place, 
As kaſt as thep can pte: 
JApatr ot new gauows there he did ſet uf | W 
pbpeilſlde tho Ptllozie. 
Alittle Bop ſtwdthemamorgſt, 
agandaszkt, what meant the gallows træ: 
Thep ſaid, Co bang a god yeoman, 
Wit | calted William of Cloudeſlie, 
Wi fChat little Bop was Town ſwine-herd, 
1 and kept fair Alice ſwine 2 
Full okt be had ſeen Cloudeſlie in the wo d, 


and gave him there to dine. ＋ 
Me went out ot a crevice of the wall, 
and tigdtlp to the wod he ran: q 
$2) Tiherehe met with theſe Wight peomen, 
ſhoztlpandanone. 


LAlace, then laid the little Bop, 
1 | pou tarr here all toiong: 

yl! Cloudeſlie's tane and dom'o to a | 
ace 
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andieadytobehang'd, 
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and William of Cloudettie, 
glace, then ſatd god Adam Bell, 
that ever we ſawthis dap: ; 
he might have tarri'dhere with us, 1 
ſo okt we did him pzay, EN 
he might have ſtaid in the Fozeft, Wal | 
under the ſhadows theen, | "FEE 
And kept both him and us at ref}, 
out of trouble and teen. 
Adam bent a right god boo. | 
a great Part ſoon he had lla in: 4.588 
Take that, child, de ſaid, to thy dinner, | ＋ f 
and bꝛing me mine arrowagatn, 10 
Now we go hence, fald the jolp peomen, 
tarry we no longer dere: 
We (hal. him bozrgw, by Gods grace, 
though we bup itfull dear, 41 
Ts Carlile went theſe good peomen, 1448 
in a merrp mo:ning of Pap. 1 
here is a fit of Cloudeſſie, 13 
and another koz to lap. 190 


A Nd when theytame tomerrp Carlile, 3} 
in afair mozning tide, {7 ol 
They found the gates ſhut them unto, | 
round about on ebery ſide. 
Alace, then ſatd good Adam Bell, 
that eber we were made men: 
Theſe gates are ſhut ſo wondzous well; 
that we may not come therein. 
Then ſpake Clim of the Clough, 
with a wyle we will us in bzing: * 


» 
_ 
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Whois there, ſaid the Pozter, 


|| Welcom is my Lo2ds ſeal, he ſaid, 


. FO dam Bell, Clim of the Clough, 
Left us ſap, we be meſſengers 


ſtraight come from the King, 


Adam ſaid, J habe a Letter, I 
well, let us wiſelp wark! NC 
Me will ſap, we have the Kings ſeal, || | 
I hold the PI2tex no Clark. B. 
Then Adam Bell beat at the gate, 
with ſtroaks great and ſtreng. Y 


The Pozter beard ſuch a neiſe thereat, | | 
and to the gates he thong. 1 


that maketh all this knocking? |} 
Wie be two Pellengers, ſaid'thep then; 
be come right from the King: 


8 


Me have a Letter, ſaid Adam Bell, 


tothe Juſtice we mul it bzing: 
Let us in our Peſſage to da, | 
that we were again tothe King. 
Mere cometh none in, ſaid the Pozter, . 
by him that died on tre, | | 
Till that a falſe thief be hanged, 1 
cali'd William of Cloudeſſie. . 


Then ſpake Clim of the Clough, 


and ſwoze by Mary free: 
Ik that we ſtand long without, 
like a thiefhang'd thalt thou be, 
Lo, here we habe the Kings Seal: 
what, Lurden, art thou wod 2 
The Poꝛter ween'd it had been ſo 
and lightly did off his hood: 


fo} 
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and William of Cloudettie. 
fo2 that pe ſhal come in. 
pe opened the gates full ſhoztip; 
an evil opening fo2 him. 
Now are we in, ſaid Adam Bell, 
» | whereof we are right fain: 
But Chziſt he knows aNuredly, _. 
how we ſhal out again. - 
id we the ke pes, ſatd Clim of the Clough, ˖ 
right well then ſhould wee ſpeed : 
Chen might we come out well enough. 
when we ſee time and need. 
I Thep called tte Poꝛzter to counſel, 
> | and wzung his neck in two, 
And caſt him in a deep dungeon, 
and took the kepes him fro, 
Now Jam Pozter, ſaid Adam Bell, 
fee, bzother, the kepes we have here. oi 
The wozft Pozter in merry Carlile, - 14 A 
that came this hundzed year, MF 
Hob we will our bows bend, 1 
intothe Town we will go, nM 
. Foz to deliver our dear bzother, F 


thatlyeth in care and wo, 
Then they bent their god pew bows, 

and looked their trings were round, 
The Parket place of merry Carlile 

they beſet in that ſtound. 1 7 55 

And as they loked them beide 
_ pair ofgallows there thep ſck, . 
And the Juflicc with a Queſt of Squires, -- 
that judged William hanged to be. 1 
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* dam BeII Clim of the Clough, 
And Cloudeſſie lay rea dy tn a cart: 

1 [! faſtbound both foot and hand: 

Anda ſtrong rope about his neck, 

on By already fo2 tohang. 

Tbe Juſttce call'd to him a lad, 

J. Cloudeflies clothes he ſhould ha be, 

To rake the meaſute ot that peoman, fu 

74 and thereby to make him a grave. ud 

| I have ſeenasgreat marvel, ſatd Cloud e 


101 as between this and pzime, (ks 
Pe that maketh a grave koz me, 
"4 il himſelf map ly therein. > 
| i! Thou . pꝛoudlp, ſaid the Juſtice, 
A will cher bang with my band. 
Full well heardthis his-bzethzen two, 
there ill asthep did ſtand. 
Then William caſt his epe aſide, 
$13 _andfawhistwobzethzen - 
Ac the coꝛner of the Parket, wel pzepared 
. ready the Juice tochaſe. tk 
$'4i I ſee comfozr, ſatd Cloudeffic, 
l/s; 


pet bope J well to fare: | 

Ik I might have mp hands let free, 

N Trightliiccle might Jcare. 
Wi Zhen ſpake good Adam Bell 

to Climofthe Clough fo free: . 
Brother, ſee you mark the Juftice well, 


1 
1 
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| WY; lo, ponder pou map him ſee, = 
4 At the Sheriff ſhoot J will 08 

 ftronglp with an arrow keen: þ 
A better chot in merry Carlile, 


this 


— — In 


and Wilkam of Cloudeſlie. 14 

[this ſeven pears was not ſeen. 

Hey looſed their arrows both at once; 

of no man:thep had dꝛead: | 

he one hit the Juſtice, the other the Sbe⸗ 

that bath their ſides gan bleed. (riff, 

men voided that flood themnighs 

when the Juſtice fell: to the ground: 

4 ind the Sberiſt nis him bp, 

* either had his deaths wound. 

u the Citizens gan to flte, 

thep durſt no longer obide. 

. Khere lightly they loo fd Cloudeſſie, 

| wherchewith-ropes lay ty dd. 

NVilliam ſte pt to en Sffiter of the Town, 

bis ax out of his hand de w2ungs: : 

On each ſide he ſmote them down? 

him thought he tarried all tos long. 

illiam ſaid to bis bꝛzethꝛen two, 

this dap let us live and die: 

eder pou have need; as Jha de now, 

the ſame ſhal pou find by me. | 

They ſhot ſo well that tide, 3 if 
oz their ſtrings were of Milk ſure, if 

That thep kept the ſtreets on every ſide: jj 
the battel did long endure. 1 

They fought together like bꝛethꝛen true, 

Many a man to the ground they thzeew, 

and made many a heart cold. - 

But when their arrows were all gone, 

men pzeſled on them full faſt; 
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14 Adam Ball, Climofthe Clough, 
Thep dꝛew their lwozds then anone, 
and their bows from them caſt, 
They went lightly on their wap, 
with (wozds and bucklers round: 
By that it Was mid of the dap, 
they made many a wound. 
Manp an out-hozn in Carlile was blown; 
and the bells backward did ring: 
Manpa woman ſaid, Alace: 
and many their hands did wzing. 
The Pafoꝛ of Carlile fozth come Was, 
and with bim a ful great rout: 
1}; Theſe peomen dꝛead him full ſoze, 
fo:of their lives thepwerein great doubt 
The Pajoꝛ came armed a full great pace, 
with a pollar in his hand: 
Panpa ſtrong man with him was 
within the tance to ſtand. SW 
The Ma joꝛ \mot at Cloudeflie with his bil, 
bis buckler burſt in two: a 
4; Full manpa peoman With great evil, 
Wt - alace, treaſon they erp'd koz wo: 

8: Keep we the gates faſt, they bade, 
that theſe trapto2s there out not go, 
Vut al foz nought was that they wzought, 
. fo2 ſo fafl down they were laltd; 
Til chep all thꝛee that ſo manfullp fought; 
were gotten out of bzatd. 1 
Have here pour kepes, ſaid Adam Bell, 
mine office here J fozſake, 
Ak you do by my counſel, . 
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and William of Cloudeslie, 
I new Pozter do pou make, 
Ie thꝛew the kepes at their heads, 
and bade them evil to chzive: 
id all that letteth any good peoman 
Ito come and comkoꝛt his wite. N 
us be theſe peomen gone to the wood, 
is light as leat on tree, : 4 
hep laught « were merry in their mood, 
their enemies were far fra. | 


Pen they came to the Engliſh wood, 
under the truſty tree, 
Here they found bows full good, 


JD andarrows great plenty. 
ubt Pe God me help, ſaid Adam Bell, 
ce, | and Clim of the Clough ſo free, 

would we were in merry Carlile, 

| befoze that fair meinzie. | 
Then late they down and madegood chear 

and ate and dzunk full well. 
Pere is a fit of theſe bold peomen, 

another J (hal pou tell. 


A © they late in Engliſk wood, 

; under the truſty tree, ; 
They chought they hearda woman weep» 
I but her they could not ſee. FIN 
; Poe then ſighed fair Alice, 

'Þ that ever J ſaw this dap: 
oz now is mp dear husbandflain, 

4 alace,and weil awap. = 

Pight Thave ſpoke with his dear bꝛetb een 

'ozeither of thetwain - To jj} 
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; 165 Adam Bell. Climofthe Clough, 

1 To ſhow to them what him befel, 

| | my heart were ont of pain. 

=” Cloudeſlic walkt alittle aſide; 

and {okt under the green · wood lind, 

He ſaw his tyife and childzen the, 
kull mo in heart and mind. 

Welcome, wife, then ſatd William, 
under this trufftp tree : 

J had wen'd peſterdap, by ſwert S. John, 

thou ſhou{d me never ſ&., 

Now well is me, ſhe ſapes, that pe be he! 
my heart is aut of wo. 1 
Dame, he ſapes be merty and glad ⸗ 

and thank mp b:eth2en two. 
Mereok to ſpeak, ſaid Adam Bell, 
J wis it is no bat: | 
The meat that we muſt ſup wichall; 
tcreſteth pet faſt on ft. 

Then went they down into the land; 

. _ theſenagble men all the: 

Each ot᷑ them ſlewan Part of grace, 

\ the beſt they could there ſ&, | 
, 23. Yave bere the beff, Alice, my wife, 

1 ſaid William of Cloudeflie; 

u Becauſe pe ſs bol diy ſtod by me, 

i -- When J was llain full nie, 

A Then thep went to ſupper, 

n Withſuch meatas tbey hads 

r And thanked God fo2 their foztune⸗ 

mit they merry were and glad. | 

A And when thatthey bad fupped well, 

1 certain without an leaſe. 


1 
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nd 
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Clo! 


and William of Cloudeffie, 
oudellie ſald: We will to our King; 

to get us a charter of peace. | 
lice hal be at our ſoſourning, 1 
in a Nunnerp here beffde; 14% 
Dy two ſons ſhal with her ge, 19 | 
and there thep ſhal abide. 1 
y eldeft ſon thal go with me, e 
koꝛ him J have no care; 11 


d, 


hn, nd be ſhal bꝛing you wo2d again | 0 
dow that we do all fare. 1 
bus be theſe peomen to London goge, | M N 
as faſt as they map hie, | 1 


ill they came to the Kings Palace, 


where thep would nerds be. W N 
nd when they came to the Kings Court, 
unto the Palace gate, 


no man would thep ask lea be, 
but bol dip went in tberest. 
hey pꝛecæ ded pꝛeſent into the Wall, 
of no man they had dꝛead. 0 
We Poꝛter came after, and did them tal, 
and with chem gan to chide. 5 
vc Uſher (aid: Yeomen, what would pe 
Jp:appontell to me: ( have? 
u might habe £fficers ſent, „„ 
[Cod Sirs, fromWhence de pes? it 
r We be out-laws of the Fozck, 19 
ertain without anp leaſe, 
d hither we de come tothe King, 
o get us a Charter of peace. 
d when they came befoze the King 
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| = | full mo in heart and mind. 


1 Adam Bell. Clim of the Clough, 
To ſhow to them what him befet, 
my heart were ont of pain. 
Cloudeſlie walkt à little aſide, 
and lokt under the gren-wodlind, 
He ſaw his mike and childꝛen thꝛeæ, 


Cl. 
| 


Welcome, wife, then ſafd William, 
under this truftp tree : 

I had ween'd peſterdap, by ſwert S. John, N 
thou ſhouldſt me never [&. - 
Now well is me, ſhe ſayes, that pe be hett 

my heart is aut of wo. 
Dame, he ſapes be merrpand glad⸗ 
and thank mp b:ech2en two. 
Mereok to ſpeak, ſaid Adam Bell, 

AJ wis it is no bat: 1 

The meat that we muſt ſup withall⸗ 
te reſteth pet faſt on fot. 

Then went thep down into the land; 

. _theſenable men all thꝛæ: 

Each ot them llew an Part of grace, 

the beſt they could there ſæ. 

Have bere the beſt. Alice, mp wife, 

ſaid William of Cloudeflie; 

vi © 1Decauſe pe ſs boldiy ſtod by me, 

wen J wasſlainfulinte, 

2 Then thep went to ſupper, 

„ witb ſuch meat as they hadz 

i And thanked God fo2 their foztune⸗ 

they merrp were and glad. 


i 
| 
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s And when that tbey dad upped well, 
certain without anpleaſe, Clos 
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and William of Cloudeſſie. 
Coudeſlie ſald: We will to our Bing. 
to get us a charter of peace. | 
lice hal be at dur ſojourning, 
I in a Nunnerp here befide; 
Wy two ſons ſhal with her ge, 
and there they ſhal abide. 
Py eldeft ſon ſhal go with me, 
koꝛ him J have no care; 
m Mnd he ſhal bzing pou woꝛd again 
how that we do all fare. 
en bus be theſe peomen to London gone, 
as faſt as they map hie, 
Lill thep came to the Kings Palace, 
I where thep would nerds be. : 
Ind when thep came to the Kings Coure, 
unto the Palace gate, 
no man would thep ask lea ve, 
but bol dip went in thereat. 1 
They pꝛecœded pꝛeſent into the Bal, 1 
of no man they had dꝛead. x .” bY 
he Pozter came after, and did them tal, 
and with them gan to chide. 1 
de Uſher laid: Peomen, what would pe 
Ipꝛappon tell to me: (have? 
du might hade Dfficers ſent. 88 
God Sirs, from wpente be pe? 
r, we be out-laws of the Fozett, 
| certain without anp leaſe, 
Ind hither we de come tothe King, 
Ito get us a Charter of peace. 
| © when thep came befoze T Kings 
low | 
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1 Adam Bell, C fim of the Clough, 


„ve ſha! be dead without mercy, 


it was the Law of the Land: 
Thep kneled down without letting, 
and each held up bis hand. 
They ſaid : Lo2d, we beſeech thee here, 
that pe would grant us grace: 
Foz we have fla in pour fat fallow Deer, 
in many a ſundꝛp place. 
What be pour names; then ſa{d the King, 
anone that pou tell me; og 
Adam Bell, Clim of the Clough, 
and William of Cloudeſlie. 
Ve ve theſe thieves, ſaid the King, 
_ thatmenhave told to me; 
Pere to pou J make a vow, 
pe ſhal behang'd all thꝛee. 


as Jam King of the land. 
He commanded his cfficers every one; 
faft on them to lap hand: 0 
Therefoze theptok theſe god peomen, 
and arrefted them all thzee. 
o map J th:ive, ſaid Adam Boll, 
this game liketh not me. 
But, good Lozd, we beleech pou now. 
thit pe will grant us grace. 
In lo much as we do to pou tome, 
oꝛ elſe that we may from pou pals, 
Mitb ſuch weapons as we habe here 
till we be out of pour place: 
And ik we live this hundzed pears, 
we will ask of pou no grace. 


( Ps ſpeak pzoudly, ſaid he Ring, 
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N NET ek  - 
e ſhal be hanged all thꝛee. | ' 
That were great pity, ſaid the Queen, {| | 

any grace might be. : = | 
| Pp Lo2d.when J came firft into this lag. 

to be pour wedded wife» {> 
| | The firſt boon that J ſhould ask, 

{I - you wouldgrant me belive: 
and J asked never none till now. 


8 therefozc, good Lo2d, grant it me. 
| Now ask it, Madam ſaid the King, 
and granttcd it chal be. 
Then, good Lo2d, J pou beſcech) 
theſe peomen grant pou me. 
Padam, pe might have asked a bon 
that ſhould have been woꝛth alt thꝛee. 
Pe might have asked towers and towns: 
| Parks and Fozeſts plenty. if 
None ſo pleaſant to mp pay, ſhe faid, 1 


noz none ſoleat᷑ to me. 1 
Pa dam, ith it ts pour deſtre, 4 8 
pour asking granted (hal be: 1 
But J had rather ha ve given pot 11 
good Market towns thzee, - 
The Queen was a glad woman, 


and faid: Lozd, gramerey ; 0 
J dare undertake fo2 them, _ 
that true men they ſhal be, + 
But, good Lo2d, ſpeak fome mercy wozdj $3 
that thele map comfozt ſert. 

I grant pon grace, then faidthe Bing, 
' waſh, fellows, and to meat go fe. 
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and the Mato of Carlite town; 
| | | Sfall che Conſtables and prop 0 


Bell, lim of the Clough, 


71 | "They had not ſitten but a while, 


certain without leafing; 

There came two Peffergers out of < 
with letters tothe Bing. (Nozt | 

And when they came befoze the King, Mt 
they kneeled down upon their knee, 

And ſatd; Bour Officers greet you well 
of Carlile tn the Nozth Countrie. 

Pow fareth my Juffice, ſaid the KiN'g, 
and my Sheriff alfo * 

Str, Thep be lain without leaſing. 
and manp Officers mo. 

Abo hath them ſlain : laid the Air g. 
anone that pou tell me. 

Adam Bell Clim of the Clough, 
and William of Cloudeflie 


Yi |] Alace, foz truth, then ſ3td the King, 


j 


_ _———— 
— 


myheart is wondꝛous ſoze; 


| | - Fhadlever then a thouſand pound, 


J bad known this befoze: 
Foz J have granted tem orace, 
and that foꝛthinketh me : 


[i | But had J known all this befoꝛc⸗ 


they had been bang'd all th:ce. 

| The King opened the Letter anone, 
bimfelf be read it tho, 

| And there be feund how theſe outlaws had 
the bund ꝛed men and mo, ( lain 

Firſt the Juftiee, and tke Sheriff, 


Aide they teft not one, 
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Che 1Baillifs and the Beadels both, 
I and the Sergeants of the Ka: 
tand fo:ty Fozeſters of the fe, 
2th cheſe out-laws have pllaw. 

Ind bꝛoke his Parks and ſlain his Der, 
ok ad thep choſe the beſt : | 
eld perillous out- laws as they wetes 

walked not by Eaft noz Meſt. 
When the King this Letter had read, 
in heart he fighed full ſoze 2 
Kake up the table, then faid he, 

fo2 J can eat no moꝛe. 

The King then called his beft Archers, 
to the buts With bim to ga: 
will ſee thefe fellows (hot, faid he, 


3 


be Kings bow-men buskt them blyth, 
andthe Quens Archers alſo; 
do did the e winht peomen, 
| with them they thought to go. 
dere twice o2 th:ice the p ſhot abont) 
| foz to aſtap their hand: | 

Lhcre was no ſhot thefe reomen ſhot: 

that anp pꝛick might ſtand. 

Then lpake William of Clondeſſie, 

by him that fo2 me died, 
d hold bim never a god Areber, 

that ſhwteth at buts fo wide. 

wereat then ſa id the King, 
| J p2ap the tell to me, 
. ach a but, Str; be latd, 


and William of Cloudeflie. - 2 N 


that in the Nozth hath wzovght this wow. 


——_ ————— 


4a " 22 Adam Bell. Clim ofthe Clough, 


g j as men ule in Countrie. 

William went into the field, 

14 and his two bzeth2cn with bim: X 
| There they ſet up two haſel rods, 
b twenty ſcoze pace between: 

Al J hold him an Archer, ſaid Cloudeſlie, 

Ti that ponder wand cleaveth in two, 

| | Pere ts none ſach, ſaid the King, 


| | koꝛ no man can do ſo. 
| | I (hal aſlap, Sir, ſaid Cloudeſlie, 
ere that J further go. 
1; Cloudellie with a bearing arrow 
| clave the wand in two. KK 
Thou art the beſt Archer, ſaid the Ring. 
 fozſooth that ever I did ſæ. 
And pet fo2 pour lobe, laid William, 
J will do moꝛe maſterp: 
J ba ve a ſon of ſeben pears old, 
be is to me kull dear: 
J will ty htm to a ſtake, f 
11410 all ſhal ſe him that be here, 
And lapan apple upon his bead. 
and go ſlix ſcoꝛe pace him fro, 
And Imp ſelf with a bꝛoad arrow 
gal cleave the apple in two. 
84 Now haſte thee-then, ſaid the King) 
Wit) © by him that diedontree: 
Wut it thou doſt not as thou haſt faid, 
phanged ſhalt tbou be: 
And if thou touch his head o2 gown, 
in fight hag men may lee; 
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and William of Cloudeſlie. 
Pyall the Saints that are in heaven, 
I ſhal pou hang all thi. 
bat J have p2omiſed, ſaid William, 
J never will fozſake. | 
and there even befoze the King, 
in the earth he dzovea ſtake, 
Ind bound thereto his eldeſt lon, 
and bade him ſtand ſtill thereat, 
And turn'd the childs face him kro. 
becauſe he ſhould not ſtare. 
an apple upon his head he ſet 
and then his bow be bent: 
Air ſco2e pace there were met, 
and thicher Cloudeſſie went. 
Lherehe dꝛew out a fair bꝛoad arrow; 
dis bow was great and long: 
he (et that arrow in his bow, 
that was both ſtiſt and ſtrong, 


that thep would ſtill ſtand: 

Fo he that ſhooteth foz ſuch a wager, 
hadneedofa ſludy band: 

Puch people pꝛaped fo; Cloudeſſie, 
that bis life ſaved might be: 


there. was manya weeping eye, 
as manp a man might ſee. 


that thou ſhould ſhoot at me. 
4gtbe thee eightcen pence a dap, 


A and mp bow ſhalt thou bear ; 


Pe pꝛaped the people that were there, 


And when he made him ready to ſhoot, 
Then Cloudeflie clave the apple in two; 
Now God fo2bid, then ſaid the King, . | 
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|} Andover 


|  The-pooman thanked them ful curteouty 


1!!! - Chuneoded the lives of cheſe gad peomal | 
J £.G3dſend them ecernat bliſs: 


all the Poꝛth Countrep, 
AJ make thee chief Rider, 0 
And Je gide thee thirteen pence a dx 
by God, g by my fap: (faid the Auer 
Tome fetch thy papment when thou bj 
no man (hal ſap thee nap, 
illiam, A make thee a Gentle- man, 
pk cloatching and ok kee: 
And thy two bꝛethzen peomen ok my“ 
koꝛ they are lovely to ſee. (chambail 
Pour ſon, foꝛ he is tender of age, | 
of mp wine-ſeller hal be: 
And when he comes to mans eſtate, 
better pꝛekerred ſhal he be. . 
And, William, bꝛing me pour wife, ſald ti 
J long kull ſoze to ſee! (Queen 
She ſhal be my chief Gentle woman, 
to gobern my Rurkertie. 


+ and faid, tofome Eiſhop we will wend 
Od all the ſtas that we have done, | 
to beaſſopiedat bis hand. 
So koꝛthbe gone theſe good peomen, 
as kaſt as they can hte, 1 
And after came and lided with the Bing, 
and died good pesmen all th:ee. 


And alt thet with hant-bow ſhooteths 


Wi -/ chat of heaven may ne ver mils, 
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